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Introduction
Over the years, there have
been changes to some of the
ways that we teach maths 
at school. 

Whilst the more traditional
methods are still taught,
particularly from Year 3, 
there is more of an emphasis
on place value to support
children with their 
mental maths.

This booklet is designed to
explain and demonstrate some
of the strategies that we teach
at Washingborough Academy.
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Using Partitioning
We teach the children to
understand what each digit
represents within a number
and to use this knowledge 
for a range of calculations.

Addition and Subtraction
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Using a blank number line

Building on the partitioning
method, we teach children 
to count on.

In a column
We also teach the children the
more formal methods of
addition and subtraction which
requires them to have a
deeper understanding of
number.

145
+43
______

188
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Multiplication and Division

Mental Methods
Learning the times tables is
imperative when multiplying
and dividing. Please practise
these with your children as
much as possible. 

This method for multiplying
and dividing by 10 and 100
shows how the digits move
and in which direction. This
supports the children when
working with decimals as
they understand that the 
digits are moving. 
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There are a number of written
methods but this one is found
to be the most popular to
learn. It works by partitioning
the numbers, reinforcing what 
the children have learnt 
in other areas.

Eg 23 x 8 = 

Written Methods

23 x 8 = 184
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From Year 4, children are
expected to learn the column
method for multiplication. This
will usually involve a number
being multiplied by a single
digit and is set out as below:

154
X 5
______
770
______
2 2

The children work from the
right to the left – as in column
addition and subtraction. Any
carry overs are placed below
the line.  

Moving on to different stages
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The written method for
dividing is the same as
repeated subtraction. We
teach the children to use a
number line to count in steps
of what they are dividing by.

Eg 12 ÷ 3 = 

Number line 

12 ÷ 3 = 4

Another method, which is
introduced in Year 4, is the
method we call ‘guzinta’ 
(goes in to!)
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Time
Please encourage your child to
learn to tell the time. This
should be done on both
analogue and digital clocks, as
the children will need to know
both. This can be done by
giving the children time limits
or asking them what time
bedtime is!  Practice is
essential and the more they do
the easier it becomes.

Cooking
Encourage your child to weigh
and measure ingredients when
baking; add up the cost of food
in the supermarket or work out
how much they would need if
the quantities are
halved/doubled. 

The children need to know how
to read a variety of scales, so
try to do this in as many ways
as you can think of. 

Games
Any games, which require your
children to add up scores or
money or work strategically,
adding totals of dice are also
helpful maths skills.

Everyday Maths
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These websites have lots of games and activities to teach and
practice different maths skills.

www.timestoo.co.uk
www.topmarks.co.uk 
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks2bitesize/maths
www.crickweb.co.uk/ks2numeracy
www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/maths
www.mymaths.co.uk
www.ictgames.com/resources

Useful Apps

Motion Maths
Jungle time
Math Wise
Number Sequences
Koala Maths
Percy Parker
Number snap
Number Battle
Popmaths
NeoMaths
Squeebles Times Tables 2

Useful Websites
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Notes
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