
 

Visits/ Visitors- Whole School Pantomime  

Class read- Sycamore = The Borrowers, Hazel = The Last Bear, Mulberry = Why the Whales Came  

  

 

 LKS2 - Year 3 & 4 - Term 2 

Ruthless Romans: How can power change the world? 

KEY VALUES - Courage and Trust    
 

Launch day and outcome: To launch into this theme, the children will learn about key events from this period of 

history and create their own Roman mosaic. Through their learning, they will create a fact file about life in 

Ancient Rome and create their own narrative linked to Pompeii.   

 

 

Overview: 
 

What is the catalyst to losing power once it has been gained? Have 

you ever wondered how historical events have impacted our lives 

today. Look no further than this exciting theme that allows the 
children to delve deeper into the Romans and learn about the 

bearing they had on the world, including Britain. They will consider 

the effect of power and what it means to have this influence. They 
will discuss and consider a range of questions throughout the 

learning including: Can people have differing levels of power in 

different situations? Is power important? Is it always seen as a sign 
of a strength? In science, they will think about this further through 

the exploration of motion, forces and magnets, using a range of 

practical learning opportunities to develop an in-depth 

understanding of the focus. This learning will be applied to a design 
and technology project that will allow the children to create a buggy, 

with the aim for it to travel as quickly as possible.  

Curriculum Spotlight: 
Focus texts-  ‘So You Think You’ve Got It 

Bad? A Kid’s Life in Ancient Rome’ by 
Chae Strathie and ‘Escape from Pompeii’ 

by Christina Balit 

Literacy- Non-chronological report – fact 
file and narrative – historical  

Food Education- Soil composition and 
Roman fruit salad   

Science- Motion, forces and magnets    

Geography-  Investigate locations and 
places  

History- Romans  

PSHE-  How can we be a good friend? 
RE-  Hinduism – How does faith and 

belief affect the way people live their 
own lives? 

Art and Design- Baroque – Rembrandt   



 
 

 

Ruthless Romans – How can power change the world? 

 

 
Subject 

Learning Journey 

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 

Literacy 
 

Non-chronological report  
Stimulus: So You Think You’ve Got It Bad? A Kid’s Life in Ancient 

Rome by Chae Strathie   
 

Spelling focuses: National curriculum words 

Narrative  
Stimulus: Escape from Pompeii by Christina Balit 

 
Spelling focuses: National curriculum words 

GPaS 

Prefixes and suffixes 
including sub, inter, 

super, auto, anti, 
ment and ness 

Apostrophes for 
contraction 

Plural and 
possessive -s 

Inverted commas Fronted adverbials  Tense including 
consistent use of 

was/were, present 
perfect 

Maths 
Measures 

 
Statistics 

Science 
Key Scientist: William 

Gilbert 

Exploration of the 
terms motions, forces 

and magnets  

Compare how things 
move on different 

surfaces 
 

Write up of science 
investigation 

comparing how 
things move on 

different surfaces   

Notice that some 
forces need contact 

between two objects, 
but magnetic forces 
can act at a distance 
– contact and non-

contact forces  

Investigation – What 
forces need contact or 
non-contact to impact 
the movement object? 

Group presentations 
about the learning 

this term  

Geography 
 

 Locating the world’s 
countries – focusing on 

Europe  

 Major cities in Europe  Key physical and 
human 

characteristics of 
countries and cities 

in Europe  

History 
 

Where did the Roman 
Empire come from? 
How did the Roman 
army help to expand 
the Roman Empire? 

What was Britain like 
before the Romans 

invaded? 

How did Britain 
become part of the 
Roman Empire? 

What did the 
Romans build after 

they settled in 
Britain? 

Who was Boudica 
and how did she rebel 
against the Romans? 

Why did the Romans 
leave Britain? What 

impact did the Anglo-
Saxons have? 

What were 
settlements like 

during this period? 

Art and Design Who was Rembrandt 
and how did he 
belong to the 

Baroque movement? 

 Experiment with 
painting 

 Re-creating pieces of 
Rembrandt’s work 

 

Design Technology Design, make and evaluate processes for ‘How fast should your buggy be?’ 

Food Education 
 

 

Why are there different types of soil? 
 

Roman fruit salad  

Investigating the types of soil around school  
 

Roman fruit salad  

 



 
 

 

Ruthless Romans – How can power change the world? 
 

Subject 
Learning Journey 

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 

PSHE 

Relationships 
How friendships 

support wellbeing 
and the importance 
of seeking support if 

feeling lonely or 
excluded 

 
 
 

Relationships 
How to recognise if 
others are feeling 

lonely and excluded 
and strategies to 

include them 
 

Relationships 
How to build good 

friendships, including 
identifying qualities 
that contribute to 

positive friendships 
 

Relationships 
That friendships 
sometimes have 

difficulties, and how 
to manage when 

there is a problem or 
an argument 

between friends, 
resolve disputes and 
reconcile differences 
How to recognise if a 
friendship is making 
them unhappy, feel 
uncomfortable or 

unsafe and how to 
ask for support 

Relationships 
That friendships 
sometimes have 

difficulties, and how 
to manage when 

there is a problem or 
an argument 

between friends, 
resolve disputes and 
reconcile differences 
How to recognise if a 
friendship is making 
them unhappy, feel 
uncomfortable or 

unsafe and how to 
ask for support 

 

PE 

Fitness – lower body 
circuits  

 
Gymnastics  

Fitness – aerobic 
circuits  

 
Gymnastics  

Fitness – upper body 
circuits  

 
Gymnastics 

Fitness – boxercise  
 

Gymnastic  

Fitness – core 
circuits  

 
Gymnastics  

Fitness – full body 
circuits  

 
Gymnastics  

RE 
Hinduism - How do Hindus reflect their faith in 

the way they live? 
Hinduism - What is karma and how does it 

drive the cycle of Samsara? 
Hinduism - How might a Hindu seek to 

achieve Moksha? 

Computing 

We are presenters 
Survey design and data collection 

What is a database? 
Data analysis 
Online design 

Record usable footage 
Create presentation (PP) 
Make a multimedia advert 

We are musicians 
How does technology affect the music industry? 

Explore virtual instruments 
Create a simple composition and record 

Use jam studio 
Evaluation 



 
 

 

Ruthless Romans – How can power change the world? 
 

E-Safety 
Online relationships - Describe strategies for safe and fun 

experiences in a range of online, social environments 
Online relationships - Give examples of how to be respectful of others 

online 

Music Charanga Musical School – Unit 2: Glockenspiel Stage 2  

Values  

Courage 
Can you think of a time when you have been frightened or nervous 

but knew you had to do something? 
How did you feel inside? 

What could you do to get more courage? 
How did you feel after the ‘ordeal’ was over? 

Could others help? 
Did any form of prayer or reflection help? 

Do you think it is easier to be courageous when we are older? 
What every day examples of courage can you think of? These can be 

small things or major events. 
How does it feel to experience courage during and after an event 

Suggested stimulus – Yachtswoman Ellen McArthu 

Trust 
Have you ever been let down by someone you thought you could 

trust? How did this make you feel? 
Have you ever accidentally let someone down? 

What do people trust you to be? 
Who can you trust? 

What qualities do you need to he trusted? 
Which book characters do you know of who had to rely on and trust 

each other? 
What does it mean to be trustworthy and reliable? 

What religious stories do you know where the value of trust is shown? 
E.g. Jesus looking after and helping people 

Suggested stimulus – circle time friendship web, ‘Jesus feeding the 
5000’ from the New Testament 

French 
Zoo animals and verbs (to be, to have, to like) 

Key landmarks 
Christmas vocabulary   
Christmas traditions  

 


