
 

Visits/ Visitors- Homework project event   

Class read- Class read- Sycamore = The Land of Roar, Hazel = Running Wild, Mulberry = Tom’s Midnight Garden 

  

 

 LKS2 - Year 3 & 4 - Term 4 

Rocking Rainforests: What secrets do places hold? 

KEY VALUES - Honesty and Humility    
 

Launch day and outcome: The children will get their creative juices flowing as they learn about the animals that 

live in the rainforest, creating their own ‘shoebox habitat diorama.’  As an outcome, the children will write their 

own stories inspired by the author Katherine Rundell, focusing on painting an image in the reader’s mind.  

 

 

Overview: 
 

Should you judge a book by its cover or is there always more to 

discover? Through this theme, the children will delve into the depths 

of the rainforest and appreciate its makeup, experiencing the art and 
science behind this beautiful, wonderous habitat. As part of their 

learning, the children will understand the types of foods that can be 

grown in such tropical climates and use these to make their own 
recipes. They will appreciate the beauty of the world focusing not 

only the rainforest but on how railways have developed over time 

and the opportunities this has opened up to us. As part of our theme, 
they will explore the lifecycles of plants and how the requirements 

to grow can vary from plant to plant, with a particular focus on the 

rainforest. To learn more about the world, the children will 

understand various physical and human processes including 
volcanoes and consider the impact of natural disasters. What secrets 

will be uncovered through this exciting learning?  

Curriculum Spotlight: 
Focus texts-  ‘Tree of Wonder: The Many 

Marvellous Lives of a Rainforest Tree’ by 
Kate Messner and ‘The Explorer’ by 

Katherine Rundell 

Literacy- Poetry – structured and 
narrative – adventure   

Food Education- What grows 
above/under the ground and Banana 

crumble top muffins    

Science- Plants    
Geography-  Understand physical and 

human process   

History- Railways  
PSHE-  How can our choices make a 

difference to others and the 
environment? 

RE-  Christianity – How do people mark 

important events in life?  

Art and Design- Textiles – Mary White 
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Subject 

Learning Journey 

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 

Literacy 
 

Poetry  
Stimulus: Tree of Wonder: The Many Marvellous 

Lives of a Rainforest Tree by Kate Messner 
 

Spelling focuses: National curriculum words 

Narrative  
Stimulus: The Explorer by Katherine Rundell  

 
Spelling focuses: National curriculum words 

GPaS 
Apostrophes for 

singular possession 
Apostrophes for plural 

possession  
Inverted commas 

and speech  
Fronted adverbials 

including the use of a 
comma  

Time conjunctions  Suffixes, 
homophones and 
near homophones 

Maths Measures Geometry  Statistics  

Science 
Key Scientist: Joseph 

Banks 

Identify and describe 
the functions of 
different parts of 
flowering plants: 
roots, stem/trunk, 
leaves and flowers 

 

Explore the 
requirements of plants 
for life and growth (air, 
light, water, nutrients 
from soil, and room to 

grow) and how they vary 
from plant to plant 

 

Explore the 
requirements of 

plants for life and 
growth (air, light, 
water, nutrients 

from soil, and room 
to grow) and how 

they vary from 
plant to plant 

 

Investigate the way in 
which water is 

transported within 
plants 

 

Explore the part that 
flowers play in the life 

cycle of flowering 
plants, including 
pollination, seed 

formation and seed 
dispersal 

 

Explore the part that 
flowers play in the 

life cycle of flowering 
plants, including 
pollination, seed 

formation and seed 
dispersal 

 

Geography 
 

Climate zones  Rivers Mountains  Water cycle  Exploration of 
Indonesia  

Introduction to types 
of settlement and 

land use  

History 
 

The earliest 
locomotive and 

railways  

Steam locomotives   The growth of British 
railways 

The impact of railways 
and locomotive 

technology  

 

Art and Design Understanding of 
textiles and Mary 

White’s work 

 Exploration of 
‘Cottage Garden’ 
and printing skills 

 Create a class 
‘Cottage Garden’ using 

printing  

 

Design Technology Design, make and evaluate processes for ‘How should your puppets tell their stories?’ 

Food Education 
 

 

What grows above ground 
 

Banana crumble top muffins   

What grows under ground  
 

Banana crumble top muffins  
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Subject 
Learning Journey 

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 

PSHE 

Living in the wider 
world 

How people have a 
shared responsibility 

to help protect the 
world around them 

 
 
 

Living in the wider 
world 

How everyday 
choices can affect 
the environment 

 

Living in the wider 
world 

How what people 
choose to buy or 

spend money on can 
affect others or the 
environment (e.g. 

Fairtrade, single use 
plastics, giving to 

charity) 
 

Living in the wider 
world 

The skills and 
vocabulary to share 
their thoughts, ideas 

and opinions in 
discussion about 

topical issues 
 

Living in the wider 
world 

How to show care 
and concern for 

others (people and 
animals) 

 

Living in the wider 
world 

How to carry out 
personal 

responsibilities in a 
caring and 

compassionate way 

PE 

Basketball – 
introduction 

 
Orienteering  

Y4 biking 

Basketball – ball 
skills 

 
Orienteering  

Y4 biking 

Basketball – passing 
 

Orienteering  
Y4 biking 

Basketball – shooting 
 

Orienteering  
Y4 biking 

Basketball – simple 
games 

 
Orienteering  

Y4 biking 

Basketball – final 
lesson 

 
Orienteering  

Y4 biking 

RE 
 Christianity - Baptism  Christianity – 

Confirmation 
 

 Christianity – 
Marriage  

Computing 

We are researchers II 
Computer programmes - variables 

Google Forms/expeditions 
Excel 

Digital data (binary) 
What everyday objects use computer science? 

IT beyond school 
Google Maps/Google Earth project 

We are creators 
Drama through IT 

Editing photos and videos 
Designing back drops using Windows 

Live Movie Maker 
Annotating a script on a computer 

Film script 
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E-Safety 

Analyse information 
and differentiate 

between ‘opinions’, 
‘beliefs’ and ‘facts’ 

and understand what 
criteria have to be 

met before 
something is a ‘fact’ 
Explain why lots of 
people sharing the 
same opinions or 

beliefs online does 
not make those 

opinions or beliefs 
true 

 

Describe how I can 
search for 

information within a 
wide group of 

technologies (e.g. 
social media, image 

sites, video sites) 
 

  Describe some of the 
methods used to 

encourage people to 
buy things online 
(e.g. advertising 

offers; in-app 
purchases, pop-ups) 
and can recognise 

some of these when 
they appear online 

 

Explain that some 
people I ‘meet online’ 
(e.g. through social 

media) may be 
computer 

programmes 
pretending to be real 

people 
 

Music Charanga Musical School – Unit 4: Lean on Me   

Values  

Honesty 
Why might we tell lies? 

Why might we make up stories? 
Who do we hurt when we do this? 

Does it stop at one lie? Discuss snowballing until it gets out of control 
What are the consequences? 

How do we stop lying? 
Why is it best to tell the truth? 

How does it feel when we tell the truth, being brave in difficult 
circumstances? 

Suggested stimulus – ‘The Fib’ by George Layton, ‘Matilda’ from 
‘Cautionary Tales’ by Hilaire Belloc and ‘The Boy who cried Wolf’ by 

Aesop 

Humility  
How do you feel about people who show off? 

How do you feel about people who are modest and don’t say much 
about what they can do? 

Would you rather be friends with someone who shows off or is 
modest? 

Discuss the proverb ‘Pride comes before a fall’. What does it mean? 
Is humility a quality of a good friend? 

Suggested stimulus – Role play – accepting an award and giving a 
present with humility and without. Stories of Zacchaeus and the 

Widow’s Mite from the bible. 

 
 

French 
Easter vocabulary 
Easter traditions 

Hobbies  
Easter traditions   

 


