
 

Visits: Year Six Residential 

Class read: 

Blackthorn: Wonder by R.J.Palacio 

Acer: Skellig by David Almond 

Hemlock: Moondial by Helen Cresswell 

 UKS2 - Year 5 & 6 - Term 1  

The Fallen: World War 1 - Why do we remember them? 

KEY VALUES - Quality and Friendship

 

Launch day and outcome: To launch into this theme, the children will create their very own ‘Found’ poems which 

will be full of powerful, dramatic and emotional vocabulary, inspired by World War One stimulus. The overall 

outcome of this theme will be to write a historical narrative to send to the author Michael Morpurgo. 

 

 
 

 

Overview: 
At 11 o’clock on the 11th of November 1919, one year after the war had 

ended, buses and trains stopped moving, shopkeepers stopped 
serving, the electricity was cut off to stop trams from running and 

people all over the country bowed their head. World War 1 is a 

momentous event that will remain etched in History forever. This 
theme will allow the children to explore the history of the British 

Empire, trench warfare and the important role of men and women 

on the front line. In History, we will explore how this period helped 

shape our country and the impacts of the war. In Literacy, we will 
delve into the bestselling novel ‘War Horse’ by Michael Morpurgo. As 

keen scientists, the children will investigate and explore how light 

travels between places whilst also discovering important scientific 
figures along the way. In Design and Technology, we will create and 

evaluate an Anderson Shelter.  A term full of intrigue and rich in 
history awaits. 

Curriculum Spotlight: 
 
Focus texts- ‘War Horse’ by Michael 

Morpurgo and ‘In Flanders Field’ by 

Lieutenant-Colonel John McCrae 

Literacy- Narrative and Free Verse Poetry 
Food Education – Food Safety and Hygiene  

Cooking – Homemade vegetable cottage pie 

Science- Physics - Light 

Geography- Investigate location and places 

– United Kingdom 

History- Investigate and interpret British 

History – World War 1 

PSHE- Relationships  
RE- Expressing belief through the arts 

Music- Charanga - Happy 

Art and Design – Impressionism – Mary 

Cassatt 
 



 
 

 
The Fallen: World War 1 - Why do we remember them? 

 

 

Subject 
Learning Journey 

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 

Literacy 

 

 
Narrative 

Stimulus: War Horse by Michael Morpurgo 
 
 

Spelling focuses: National curriculum words 
  

Poetry 
Stimulus: In Flanders Field by Lieutenant-Colonel John McCrae 

 
Spelling focuses: National curriculum words 

GPaS Word classes 
Expanded noun 

phrases 
Function of sentences Main Clauses Adverbials Prepositions  

Maths 
 
 

 

Number and place value Four operations Fractions 

Science 
Key Scientist: 
Ibn Al-Haytham 

Alhazen 

Recognise that light 
appears to travel in 

straight lines 

Use the idea that 
objects are seen 

through the reflection 
of light 

Investigate how 
refraction changes the 
direction in which light 

travels 

Explore how we see 
and how the eye 

works 

Compare materials of 
different 

transparencies  

Who is Ibn Al-
Haytham Alhazen? 

Geography 
 
 
 

 
Name and locate 

countries and cities in 
UK 

 

Study land use 
patterns in the UK and 

how these have 
changed over time 

 

 

Identify position and 
significance of 

Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and time 

zones 

 

 



 
 

 
The Fallen: World War 1 - Why do we remember them? 

 
 

Subject 
Learning Journey 

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 

History 
 

 
What were the 

causes of World War 
One? 

 
Timeline of events of 

World War One 
 

 
What were conditions 

like in a World War 
One trench? 

 
What was the role of 
men and women on 

the front line? 
 

Art and Design  
What is 

impressionism?  
 

Artist focus: Mary 
Cassatt 

 

 
Create an 

impressionism 
painting of a WW1 

soldier 
 

 
Food Education 

 
 

 
Food safety and hygiene  

 
Cooking: 

Homemade Vegetable Cottage Pie 
 

Safe food preparation  
 

Cooking: 
Homemade Vegetable Cottage Pie 

PSHE How can friends 
communicate safely? 

Discuss content that 
is safe to share online 

 
Ways of seeking and 

giving consent for 
images and personal 

information online 
 

 
How to respond if a 
friendship is making 
them feel worried, 

unsafe or 
uncomfortable 

 

How to ask for help or 
advice and respond 

to pressure,  

 
How to ask for help or 
advice and respond 

to inappropriate 
contact or concerns 

about personal safety 
 

PE 

 
Cricket: Introduction 

 
Premier: Golf 

 

Cricket: Bowling 
 

Premier: Golf 

Cricket: Fielding 
 

Premier: Golf 

Cricket: Batting 
 

Premier: Golf 

Cricket: Tournament 
 

Premier: Golf 

Cricket: Match 
 

Premier: Golf 

 



 
 

 
The Fallen: World War 1 - Why do we remember them? 

 

Subject 

Learning Journey 
 

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 

RE 
 

Recap of Christianity and Judaism 
 

Christianity in the Arts Judaism in the Arts 

Computing 

 
Module: We are communicators 

Research the capabilities of a smartphone, design and present an app, and record a presentation pitching an app 
 

E-Safety  

 
Self-image and 

identity 

 

 Online relationships  Online relationships 

Music 
 

Charanga Musical School: Happy 
  

French 
 

Classroom Routines 
 

Justifying Opinions 

Values  

 

Quality 

 

What makes a quality item? 

What is a quality service? 

What qualities do we look for in other people? 

How can we be a quality friend? 

How can we be a quality pupil? 

How can we be a quality child for our parents? 

What are you going to do to make this a year quality year? 

 

Friendship 

 

What are the qualities of a ‘perfect friend’? 

Is there a main one or are there lots? 

What kind of friend are you? 

How are friendships made and tested? 

How have people changed as a result of friendships? 

What lessons have they learnt?  

 


