
 

Visits – Visit to a mosque. 

Class read: 

Blackthorn – Holes by Louis Sachar   

Acer - The Boy at the Back of the Class by Onjali Q.Rauf  

Hemlock - Moondial by Helen Cresswell 

 

 UKS2 - Year 5 & 6 - Term 3  

It's a jungle out there - Can the natural world support the greed of 

humanity? 

KEY VALUES - Appreciation and understanding

 

Launch day and outcome: :  To launch into this theme the children will bake their own palm oil free biscuits, 

whilst gaining an understanding of the impact of palm oil on the rainforests. An outcome of this theme will be  to 

engage in discussion around the use and impact of palm oil and write a balanced argument on its use today.  

 
 

 

Overview:  
How do we support the natural world to thrive while meeting the 
needs of the worlds demands? How do we protect our rainforests so 

that both humans and nature thrive? As the future generation, it is 

our responsibility to look after our natural resources and ensure that 

we are doing everything we can to restore the balance between 
humans and nature. During this theme, the children will explore 

what impact farming has had on our beautiful rainforests and the 

impact this has had on our diets, jungle habitats and wider world. 
They will research what a balance between the natural world and 

humanity might look like. The children will discuss the problem of 

deforestation and the impact of the use of palm oil on the rainforest 
habitats in our wider world.  The children will write a balanced 

argument based on the use of palm oil and demonstrate their 

understanding of the issue and its wider impact. 

 
 

Curriculum Spotlight: 
Focus texts- Taking Flight – video (Literacy 

Shed). Clips of impact of Palm oil use.  

Literacy- Discussion – balanced argument. 
Narrative -adventure 

Food Education - Free range and organic 

produce. Planning vegetable plots 

Science- Living Things and their habitats  

Geography- Fieldwork. Use of maps, atlases 
and communicate geographically. 

History- World history – Mayan Civilisation  

PSHE- Living in the wider world. What 

decisions can people make with money? 

RE- Islam-What does the Qur'an teach 

Muslims about how they should treat 

others? 

Art and Design - Graffiti Art. Artist: Andre 

Saraiva 



 
 

 
It's jungle out there - Can the natural world support the greed of humanity? 

 

 
Subject 

Learning Journey 

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 

Literacy 

 

 
Discussion – Balanced Argument 

Stimulus: Images and video clips of the impact of palm oils 
 

Spelling focuses: National curriculum words 
 

Narrative - Adventure 
Taking Flight – video (Literacy Shed) 

 
Spelling focuses: National curriculum words 

GPaS 
Simple past tense 

 
Past perfect 

 

 
Question marks, 

exclamation marks, 
ellipses as a cohesive 

device 
 

Parenthesis – 
brackets, commas 

and dashes 
 

Modal verb 
 

Active and passive 
 

Maths 
 
 

 

Number and place value Four operations Fractions 

Science 
Key Scientist: 

David Attenborough  

Who is David 
Attenborough? 

Describe the life 
process of 

reproduction in some 
plants (asexual and 

sexual) 

Describe the life 
process of 

reproduction in 
animals  

 

Describe the life 
cycles of a mammal 
by exploring different 

cycles of different 
mammals 

 

Describe the 
differences in the life 

cycles of an 
amphibian and an 

insect 

Describe the 
differences in the life 
cycles of a mammal, 

an amphibian, an 
insect and a bird 

Geography 
 
 
 

 

To use maps, atlases, 
globes, digital 

mapping to locate 
countries studied.To 

use 8 points of a 
compass and 6 figure 

grid references  

 

To use symbols and 
key on OS maps to 

build knowledge of UK 
and wider world Use 

different types of 
fieldwork sampling to 

observe, measure and 
record the human and 

physical features in 
the local area  

 

Record the results in a 
range of ways (sketch 

maps, plans and 
graphs and digital 

technologies). 
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Subject 
Learning Journey 

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 

History 
 

 
Who were the 

Mayans?  
 

 
Mayan religions and 

Gods 
 

Compare and explore 
Mayan calendars and 

number systems 
 

Art and Design 

 
Graffiti Art 

Artist: Andre Saraiva 
 

Explore artist and origins of the genre  
 

Explore graffiti skills and modern graffiti 
artworks 

Own artwork creation to form a class gallery  
 

 
Food Education 

 
 

Free range and organic produce 

Planning vegetable plots 

Cooking: 
Stuffed Power Peppers 

PSHE 

How people make 
decisions about 

spending and saving 
money and what 
influences them 

 

How to keep track of 
money so people 

know how much they 
have to spend or 

save 

 

 
How people make 

choices about ways 
of paying for things 
they want and need 
(e.g. from current 
accounts/savings; 
store card/ credit 

cards; loans) 
 

How to recognise 
what makes 

something ‘value for 
money’ and what this 

means to them 

 

 
To learn that there 

are risks associated 
with money (it can be 
won, lost or stolen) 
and how money can 

affect people’s 
feelings and 
emotions. 

 

 
To learn that there 

are risks associated 
with money (it can be 
won, lost or stolen) 
and how money can 

affect people’s 
feelings and 
emotions. 

 

PE 
 Dance: Moving 

 
Premier: Volleyball 

Dance: Moving 
 

Premier: Volleyball 

Dance: In canon 
 

Premier: Volleyball 

Dance: Street Dance 
 

Premier: Volleyball 

Dance: Create 
 

Premier: Volleyball 

Dance: The finale 
 

Premier: Volleyball 

RE 

How do Muslim teachings guide the way 

Muslims act in the world?  

Five pillars 

 

What does the Qur'an teach Muslims about 

how they should treat others?  

Zakat, charity  

 

 

How are Muslim beliefs expressed in 

practice? Wudu 

 Explore contemporary Muslim e.g. Mo Farah 
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Subject 

Learning Journey 
 

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 

Computing 
 

Explore the dangers of location services and social media 

 

E-Safety 

 
I can recognise online bullying can be different 

to bullying in the physical world and can 
describe some of those differences. 

I can describe how what one person perceives 
as playful joking and teasing (including 

‘banter’) might be experienced by others as 
bullying. 

 

I can explain how anyone can get help if they 
are being bullied online and identify when to 

tell a trusted adult. 
I can identify a range of ways to report 

concerns and access support both in school 
and at home about online bullying. 

I can explain how to block abusive users. 
I can describe the helpline services which can 
help people experiencing bullying, and how to 

access them (e.g. Childline or The Mix) 

Music 

 
Charanga Music School - A New Year Carol 

 

French 

 
Bastille Day 

Types of houses 

 

Furniture 

Values  

 

Appreciation 

 

How do you show appreciation? 

What do you appreciate in yourself? 

How often do you think about and appreciate things? 

Do you think we are made to want more/better and become 
discontented with what we have? 

How can we stay appreciative of what we have? 

What would the world be like if we did not appreciate it? 

 

Understanding 

 

What is understanding? 

What ‘funny’ thing would you like others to understand about you? 

What serious thing would you like others to understand about you? 

Imagine you have a disability. What do you think you would want 
others to understand about you? 

How can we empathise with people? 

How can we understand what life is like for people living in a difficult 
situation, e.g. famine, war etc, what would you do? How would you 

behave? 

 


